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The striking black and white design provides the solid building volume with an appropriate scale. Direct lines of sight were created by allowing the building’s 
functions to overlap.

Drieburcht sports complex in Tilburg, NL

Building owner:
Stadt Tilburg, Tilburg, NL
Architect:
VenhoevenCS architecture+urbanism, Amsterdam, NL
Location:
Wagnerplein, Tilburg, NL
Sto products:
Facade insulation system (Sto Therm Classic) 
with Lotus-Effect® facade paint (StoColor Lotusan) 
and with heat-reflecting facade paint 
(StoColor Xblack)
Applicator:
Stukadoorsbedrijf Ijsselmonde vof, Rotterdam, NL;
Heerkens van Bavel Bouw B.V., Tilburg, NL
Photos:
Filip Dujardin, BE

The black motifs on a white background, which are designed by 
Belgian artist Jean-Luc Moerman and are reminiscent of graf-
fiti, snake along the facade and spread like a virus. The unusual 
design helps the Drieburcht sports centre get the attention it seeks. 
Located in Tilburg, a city with a population of 200,000, the four-
storey complex was built as part of an urban regeneration project, 
and it offers residents a great deal: five levels covering a total area of 
12,550 square metres leave nothing to be desired for physically active 
people. There is a pool for competitions complete with bleachers, a 
therapy pool and another pool for swimming lessons. The building 
also features a whirlpool, a “speed sensation” water slide, a fitness 
centre and a gymnasium. In addition to all of these features, the 
facility is intended to bring the residents of the district together and 
encourage exchanges between them. That is why a café, an after-
school care club for school children and a beauty salon also belong 
to the wide range of facilities. In this context, the architects speak of 
an “urban theatre” that they want people to experience here. The 
concept of an open interior gives spectators the chance to follow the 
activities in other areas of the complex and thereby allows them to 
participate in what is happening in the district. 

Architects VenhoevenCS built a multifunctional sports complex as part of a re-
generation project. They designed a nested building with a spectacular facade 
that houses different sports facilities across five storeys. It is also intended to 
serve as a place where the community can get together.  
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[Cross Section]

Quiet zones such as the café alternate with activity areas.

Ground floor plan

Section with individual functional areas

3rd floor plan




